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CAMP CONNECTIONS

What's Inside ?

Camp Updates

Inside this issue you will find updates on donations of new
kitchen equipment. You will also find a recap of our sold out Bear
Lake Crafting Weekend, where the camp was filled with laughter,
creativity, and holiday spirit.

LBLC Spotlights

Each month we pause to shine a light on the people who help
shape the spirit of Bear Lake Camp. This month we are honoring
Board Member Jim Leach Jr for the steady leadership and
genuine care he brings to our mission. We are also recognizing
Food Service Director Chrissy Andre for the work she does
every day to support our staff, our campers, and the many
groups who walk through our doors.

Campfire Chats

This month’s Campfire Chats brings two stories that reflect the
spirit of Bear Lake Camp. We are celebrating Camp Champion
Denise Freshney for her many years of support, and we are also
welcoming our long standing retreat group Justice for Lily. Both
bring warmth, dedication, and community to this place.

Stay Connected & Get Involved

Stay connected and get involved—there’s always something
happening at Bear Lake Camp! Explore our upcoming events,
follow us on social media, and consider making a donation to
help us continue changing lives.

NEWSLETTER

Connecting our community with the latest
stories, updates, and events from Lions Bear
Lake Camp. Stay informed and inspired as
we continue our journey together year-
round.

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR NOTE

December has always felt like a pause. The year slows just enough for the
world to feel different. The lights come out, the scent of winter settles in,
and the lake sits still under the cold sky. Camp feels quieter this time of
year, and that quiet has a way of bringing a different kind of appreciation.
Most people picture Bear Lake Camp in the summer. They see campers
laughing at the waterfront, singing on the hill, or climbing the tower. What
many never witness are the months before and after. The planning. The
repairs. The retreat groups who come through. The meals that still have to
be prepared. The long days that happen even when the cabins look empty
from the outside. There is a team behind all of that. A team that rarely asks
for recognition. A team that shows up in the early mornings when the
kitchen lights turn on. A team that stays after a group leaves to wash, reset,
and prepare for the next arrival. Their work is not always neat or easy. It
often goes unnoticed. Yet it is the reason this camp feels the way it does.
They carry responsibility that stretches far beyond what is written in a job
description. They give energy on the days that feel heavy. They handle the
unexpected without hesitation. They hold the heart of this place quietly and
consistently. That is not something you can teach. That comes from
believing in something deeper. When | look around during this season | do
not only see decorations and holiday colors. | see the effort it takes to make
this place welcoming in every season. | see the commitment that does not
change when the temperature drops or when there are no campers running
around. | see pride in the work and care in the details that others may never
notice. This holiday season, | want to acknowledge that truth. The spirit of
Bear Lake Camp does not appear by accident. It exists because people give
their time, their patience, and their heart to something bigger than
themselves. Thank you for that. Thank you for showing up. Thank you for
loving this place in a way that can be felt. May this month bring some rest, a
little warmth, and a reminder of the meaning behind the work we do.



CAMP UPDATES: WHAT’S NEW AT BEAR LAKE CAMP

Stay up to date with everything happening at Lions Bear Lake Camp in Camp
Updates! From exciting developments and upcoming events to the latest news
from around the camp, this section will keep you informed on all the ways we’re
growing and evolving to serve our campers and community.

New Kitchen Equipment

Recently, Lions Bear Lake Camp received an incredible amount of support
in the form of donated kitchen equipment, and it took real planning,
coordination, and effort to make it happen. Thanks to the hard work and
determination of Dusty Rounds and Jay Caldwell, we now have thirty-eight
brand new sheet pans, two speed racks, a donated reach-in cooler that will
give us much-needed additional cold storage during the busiest months,
and 20 cafeteria/banquet tables that will replace the ones we’ve stretched
as far as possible over the years. None of this arrived by accident. It took
time, lifting, organizing, moving, and making things happen when it would
have been easier to look the other way and keep going with what we
already had. Dusty and Jay stepped in because they care deeply about this
camp, the mission, and the kids and families who depend on everything we
do. These donations are more than equipment. They mean fewer workflow
hurdles in the kitchen, better spaces for meals, safer accommodations,
and more room to grow as our programs continue expanding. They make
everyday tasks easier for the staff and create a better experience for every
person who walks through our doors. To Dusty and Jay... thank you. Your
work will touch every meal served, every gathering around a table, and
every moment shared in the dining hall. This camp continues forward
because of people who show up, care deeply, and quietly make things
better.

Bear Lake Crafting Weekend

Every year, while deer season opens across Michigan, something very
different takes place here at camp. Our Annual Bear Lake Camp Crafting
Weekend has become one of the most anticipated events of the year, and it
sells out every time. The weekend brings together crafters from the many
groups who hold retreats with us throughout the year, along with new faces
who heard about the event and decided to join in. By the time everyone
settles in and sets up their projects, the room is already buzzing with
creativity. This weekend has a way of bringing people together. It gives
everyone the chance to learn something new, to share ideas, and to pick up
skills that someone at the next table has spent years perfecting. Friendships
tend to form quickly during these few days. It might start with a simple
question about a pattern or a tool, and before long there is a small circle
gathered around a project, offering encouragement and swapping stories.
The holiday season also begins here during this weekend. The camp
Christmas tree goes up and the crafters help us fill it with new handmade
ornaments. Each one carries a piece of the person who created it, and by the
end of the weekend the tree becomes a collection of memories from
everyone who spent time here. It is a weekend built around creativity,
laughter, and the comfort of being surrounded by people who love to make
things. Year after year it reminds us that camp is more than a place. It is a
community that grows a little stronger each time we gather.



LBLC SPOTLIGHTS:CELEBRATING OUR CAMP COMMUNITY

In LBLC Spotlights, we shine a light on the dedicated individuals and partnerships that help

make Lions Bear Lake Camp extraordinary. Each month, we’ll highlight a staff member and
board of directors member. These are the people and collaborations that drive our missonn
forward, ensuring that every camper experiences the magic of Bear Lake Camp.

Jim Leach Jr.

Board Member

Some people become part of the foundation of a place without ever trying
to. For more than forty years, Jim Leach Jr. has been one of those people
at Bear Lake. He first stepped into the kitchen at thirteen, learning what it
meant to work hard and care about something larger than himself. Those
early summers shaped him, and he carried that sense of purpose into
every role that followed. He eventually became Camp Director, a position
he held for seven years, guiding the camp with a steady hand and a quiet
understanding of what this place means to the children it serves. When his
time as Director came to an end, his commitment did not fade. He joined
the Board of Directors in 2000 and continues to offer insight shaped by
decades of lived experience. That same heart shows in his work at Leader
Dogs for the Blind, where he oversees, trains, and recruits hundreds of
volunteers, building a community of support for those who need it most.
Life at home is filled with the same devotion. Jim has been married to his
wife, Kim, for twenty eight years. Many know her from her own years of
service to camp, and together they raised two children who grew up
hearing the stories that shaped them both. Their two career changed
Leader Dogs bring even more warmth to their home. When Jim has time
for himself, he is often golfing or camping with his family, enjoying the
simple moments that remind him of what really matters. Bear Lake is
better because of Jim. His history, his heart, and his quiet strength
continue to lift this place in ways that cannot be measured.

Chrissy Andre

Food Service Director

Bear Lake depends on people who keep camp running with steady work that
often happens out of view. Our Food Service Director, Chrissy Andre, is one
of those individuals. She first helped in the kitchen during a weekend in 2021.
By the next summer she had joined the staff year round and her role has
continued to expand with the needs of our programs. This year the kitchen
prepared more than twenty five thousand five hundred meals for more than
three thousand five hundred visitors. Organizing that amount of activity
requires structure, planning, and support for a team that works long days
through summer youth sessions, rentals, and leadership programs. The
dining hall remains a welcoming place for campers because of the
consistency built into that work. During the offseason, Chrissy oversees
meals for quilting retreats, crafting weekends, and school groups. These
events bring a different rhythm, and the goal is always the same. Create a
space where guests feel comfortable and cared for. Chrissy also assists with
several communication and outreach efforts. She prepares the monthly
newsletter, helps maintain social media and website information, and
coordinates the Annual Ice Plunge, which continues to grow as a key
fundraiser for camp. Her work touches many areas and supports the mission
in ways that help each season run smoothly. We appreciate the dedication
she brings to every part of her role.



CAMPHIRE CHATS: STORIES THAT WARM THE HEART

Welcome to Campfire Chats, where we share the inspiring stories and unforgettable memories
from our past campers and groups. Each month, we’ll also spotlight our Camp Champion, someone
who embodies the spirit of Lions Bear Lake Camp. These are the moments and people that make
our camp so special-stories that continue to spark joy long after the campfire’s last ember.

Denise Freshney
Camp Champion

When you spend time at camp you start to notice the people who help keep
this place moving in their own quiet ways. Denise Freshney is one of those
people. She has been arranging quilting retreats for the Anchor Bay Quilting
Guild and the Happy Quilters for many years, and she brings a steady sense
of care to everything she does. Denise also helps with our camp sponsored
Crafting Weekends. She makes sure the details fall into place so that crafters
can simply enjoy their time together. When we look at the full year, her
retreats fill our camp for thirty one days. That is thirty one days of sewing
machines humming, good conversations, shared meals, and a feeling of
comfort that settles in as soon as everyone arrives. What makes Denise
stand out even more is the way she gives back while she is here. She is
always helping with fundraising through fifty fifty drawings and raffles, and
she encourages others to support the camp right alongside her. Her
enthusiasm reminds people that their time here does more than offer a
getaway. It helps make camp possible for the kids and families who count on
this place. We are grateful for everything she brings. Denise’s support, her
consistency, and her belief in our mission have made a real difference.
Camp feels a little fuller and a little brighter every time she is here.

Justice For Lily- Rental Group

We started coming to Bear Lake Camp in 2013 for our Craft Weekends.
Prior to that, my family attended the Heartland Grief Camps from 2011.
We loved everything about this place — the staff, the food, the
accommodations, and the all-around atmosphere.

We took a couple of years’ break and then came back to an even better
experience! Jesse, Chrissy, and Traci are such wonderful people who will
do anything to make sure your stay is everything you hoped it would be
— all the way down to setting up the fireplace with the flue open (inside
joke!).

We cannot say enough good things about Bear Lake Camp and the
amazing staff they have now. We highly recommend Bear Lake Camp for
any of your events!

Warmly,
Lynette Furneaux
Justice for Lily



CAMPFIRE CRUMBS

Welcome to our little corner of fun! Each month we’ll share something lighthearted from around
camp — from quirky facts to favorite recipes and surprises along the way. You never know what you
might find here, but it’s always sure to bring a smile.

FUN FACT

Crossword Puzzle
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STAY CONNECTED AND GET INVOLVED

FUNDRAISING & EVENTS

¢ February 7th, 2026- 4th Annual Ice Plunge

e April 11", 2026- Buffalo/Boar Wild Game Dinner
e May 9", 2026- Annual Workbee

 June 8™, 2026- Golf Outing

e June 28™, 2026- Open House

e September 26", 2026- Clay Shoot

FOLLOW US!

@LBLC_LAPEER

WWW.BEARLAKECAMP.ORG

LIONS BEAR LAKE CAMP 3409 N. FIVE LAKES ROAD LAPEER, M| 48446  (810) 245-0726


https://www.facebook.com/lionsbearlakecamp
https://www.instagram.com/lblc_lapeer/
https://www.tiktok.com/@lblc_lapeer?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc
https://www.bearlakecamp.org/index.php/make-a-donation/fundraising
https://www.bearlakecamp.org/index.php/make-a-donation/fundraising
https://www.bearlakecamp.org/index.php/make-a-donation/making-a-difference
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IVEA GIFT *
THAT MATTERS

This holiday season, you can give something that brings joy long
after the wrapping paper is gone. When you purchase tickets or
sponsorships to one of Lions Bear Lake Camp’s signhature events,
you’re not just giving a gift. You’re helping children build
' confidence, independence,and memories thatlast a lifetime.

N
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Gift Ideas That Give Back

lce Plunge | February 7,2026
A gift for the bold and brave.

Wild Game Dinner | April 11,2026
Great food, raffle prizes, and a night full of fun.

Golf Classic | June 8,2026
Perfect for golfers, business gifting, or the person who
has everything.

USPBL Baseball Game Fundraiser | June 12,2026
A fun day at the ballpark while supporting a great cause.
Clay Shoot Competition | September 26,2026
A great fit for outdoor enthusiasts or anyone who loves

a challenge.

Camper Sponsorships & Donations
( Sponsor a camper or give in someone’s honor.

Scan the QR Code, visit our website
bearlakecamp.org under the “events”
tab for tickets or “donate” tab for

sponsorships/donations, you can also
contact the camp office at:

810-245-0726 info@bearlakecamp.org









Lions Bear Lake Camp

Saturday, April 11" 2026
Doors open @ 5p. Dinner is served @ 6:30p.

Join us for a night of auctions, raffles, drinks, and a gourmet Wild Game Dinner! Ticket
prices include dinner buffet and an open beer, wine, and mixed drink bar. All proceeds
will benefit the Lions Bear Lake Camp for children with disabilities!

Order your tickets online TODAY at www.bearlakecamp.org
under the event tab, or purchase tickets via mail.
Mail to 3409 N. Five Lakes Rd. Lapeer, M| 48448.
Make checks payable to Lions Bear Lake Camp.
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OPEN HOUSE

JUNE 28'", 2026
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Tour Camp
Meet the Staff

Family Friendly Event
Snacks Provided

RSVP Online or contact:

810-245-0726
info@bearlakecamp.org




VISUALLY IMPAIRED & BLIND
FAMILY CAMP

)  JULY3-5™,2026  (

Visually Impaired & Blind Family Camp is a weekend where families can
experience the joy of camp together. Whether one or more family members are
visually impaired or blind, the whole family is welcome to join in accessible
activities, shared adventures, and meaningful connections.

ACTIVITIES PARENTS WILL ENJOY

@ Swimming & Boating @ Informative sessions about current issues

@ Archery @ Networking & sharing with other parents and families

@ Climbing Tower & Zipline @ Family activities & bonding

& Arts & Crafts @ Creative break from the daily grind! {

@ Making Friends —

@ Much More! \\ \ ——

i

LIONS BEAR LAKE CAMP — -
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3409 N Five Lakes Rd i |

Lapeer, M| 48446 : ;
www.bearlakecamp.org (

( More Info info@bearlakecamp.org 810-245-0726




LIONS BEAR LAKE CAMP

VISUALLY
IMPAIRED &

BLIND
YOUTH CAMP

July
5-11, 2026

Team Building
Swimming, Boating Nature Exploration
Fishing Evening Programs
Camping and bonfires e Arts & Crafts

Challenge Course Much More!

Climbing Towe

3409 N Five Lakes Rd. La peer, M| 48446 Info : 810-245-0726
bearlakecamp.org info@bearlakecamp.org



ACTIVITIES:

e Archery

Team Building

e Swimming, Boating Nature Exploration

Fishing Evening Programs
Arts & Crafts

Much More!

e Camping and bonfires

Challenge Course

Climbing Tower/Zipline

3409 N Five Lakes Rd. Lapeer, Ml 48446 bearlakecamp.org infoebearlakecamp.org 810-245-0726



DEAF & HARD OF HEARING
FAMILY CAMP

) JULY24-26™,2026 (

Come enjoy a fun themed weekend for families of deaf & hard of hearing
children. It is geared to meet the unique needs of children who use
listening & spoken language as their primary mode of communication.

ACTIVITIES PARENTS WILL ENJOY

@ Swimming & Boating @ Informative sessions about current issues

@ Archery @ Networking & sharing with other parents and families

@ Climbing Tower & Zipline @ Family activities & bonding

@& Arts & Crafts @ Creative break from the daily grind! {

@ Making Friends o ts =

@ Much More!! Sy, B \\\\\QA
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Lions Bear Lake Camp

YOUTH LEADERSHIP —
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
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Our Leadership Development Program is specifically designed for
teens aged 15 to 17, providing them with the opportunity to take
on entry-level leadership roles within our camp community.
Through hands-on experience and mentorship, participants will:

Learn valuable leadership skills, gain practical experience in

leading camp activities, serve as role models for younger
campers, develop a sense of responsibility and teamwork

session 1 (VIB) [0):i% 5 (@)
July 3-11th, 2026

Session 200 - ises
July 12-18th, 2026 Dbt

3409 N. FIVE LAKES RD. LAPEER, M| 48446 INFG@BW‘ORG 810-245-0726



The Mission of Bear Lake Camp is to develop leadership skills, build confidence,
and to provide premier outdoor educational and recreational experiences
year-round to all persons, regardless of ability.

Sponsor a Child for a Weeklong Residential Camp or
Sponsor a Family for a Weekend Camp

Visually Impaired & Blind Family Camp $500
July 3-5th, 2026
Visually Impaired Youth Camp $995
July 5th-11th, 2026

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Youth Camp $995
July 12th-18tR, 2026

Deaf & Hard of Hearing Family Camp $500
July 24th-26th, 2026

Did a Lions Club refer you to this sponsorship?
O Yes — Club Name: District:

O No

Organization Name:

Contact Person:

Phone Number:

Address:

Sponsorship Session(s):

Number of Sponsorships:

Total $:

Lions Bear Lake Camp, 3409 N. Five Lakes Road, Lapeer, MI. 48446
(810) 245-0726 *** info@bearlakecamp.org *** www.bearlakecamp.org



mailto:info@bearlakecamp.org
http://www.bearlakecamp.org
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leadership skills, build confidence, and to provide a
premier outdoor educational and recreational
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2025 Campers and Visitors Lions Sponsored Camps

TE 3500+ 25
Years of providing mission

Number of Individuals Served in 2025. fects=cliesE e

Visually Impaired &
Blind Youth Camp
Weeks of summer .
11 kid camps. 1 '506 AEls Served. Deaf & Hard of
Hearing Youth Camp
Camp Life Partnerships
Acres of trails, We have many partnerships aIIO\.N.lng us to host
several summer camp opportunities
120 nature, & adventure . . ) o
o Camp Quiality- Kids with Cancer Sibling Camp
g 0 MSU Kesem- Kids with Parents who have Cancer
Individuals we can
160 house at full capacity o PBJ- Foster Kid camp ages 6-12
in 10 cabins

o Jack and Jill Motor City Chapter, Youth Leadership
Development

zso R R ey 0 MASTA String Camps

o Sterling Heights Marching Band Camp

3409 N. Five Lakes Rd. Lapeer, MI 48446 ;ﬁ;q,
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